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the last Congress where Republicans 
controlled both the House and the Sen-
ate. The majority leader made a deci-
sion on floor time that it was not a pri-
ority to be considered in the 115th Con-
gress. 

Let me also say, in regard to Israel, 
it will benefit from the foreign ops ap-
propriations bill to be passed, which is 
part of my unanimous consent request 
of an additional $200 million, but that 
is being held up because of this shut-
down that has been caused by the 
President and has now been assisted by 
the Republicans in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.J. RES. 1 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 

the issue here is that, under the U.S. 
Constitution, the Senate really does 
need to do its job as a separate and co-
equal branch of government. 

Last week, Senator CARDIN and I 
were right where we are today—here on 
the floor of the Senate, asking consent 
that the Senate immediately take up 
and vote on the two House bills that 
are on the Senate calendar as we speak 
and pass them and send them to the 
President to reopen the government. 
Last week, the majority leader blocked 
a vote on that. He blocked consent to 
take up those bills to reopen the gov-
ernment. Since last week, much has 
changed, and much has stayed the 
same. Here is what has changed. 

The impact and harm of the shut-
down is growing by the day. It is me-
tastasizing around the country. Here 
are some headlines: ‘‘The cascade of 
shutdown problems grows each week.’’ 
Another headline: ‘‘This is ridiculous: 
Small-business owners can’t get loans 
as shutdown enters Day 20.’’ That was 
day 20. We are now on day 25. ‘‘FBI op-
erations damaged as shutdown con-
tinues.’’ ‘‘FBI Agents Group Says Shut-
down Affects Law Enforcement.’’ They 
point out it is putting those on the job 
at greater risk because those are who 
are furloughed who support them can’t 
give them the backup they need. 

The FDA continues to not do its rou-
tine food inspections, and American 
veterans—and veterans make up 30 per-
cent of the Federal workforce—are 
being disproportionately hurt by the 
shutdown. 

We just heard it reported that the 
White House economists are doubling 
their estimate of the harm being done 
to our economy each week. It is al-
ready in the billions of dollars, and 
they are saying it looks as though it 
will be twice that much as this thing 
grows exponentially. 

Services have been shut down for the 
American people. There were 800,000 
Federal employees, as of last Friday, 
who received pay stubs like the one I 
am holding in my hand. This is one 
that was for an air traffic controller. 
Starting last Friday, 800,000 Federal 
employees did not get paychecks. Hun-
dreds of thousands of them are on the 
job, working, and hundreds of thou-
sands of them have been locked out of 

work. What they tell us is they just 
want to get back to work and do their 
jobs for the American people. If you 
look at this pay stub, at the net pay, it 
reads ‘‘zero’’—a big, fat goose egg. I 
can tell you these Federal employees 
are getting bills. They are getting their 
mortgage and rent bills. They don’t say 
zero. They stay the same. So here you 
have 800,000 Federal employees who are 
unable to make do—missing mortgage 
payments, missing rent payments, 
missing their monthly installments on 
community college payments. On top 
of that, you have all of these small 
businesses that do work for the Federal 
Government that are beginning to go 
belly-up, and their employees are being 
told not to go in to work. 

Since Senator CARDIN and I were here 
on the floor just last week, things have 
gotten much worse around the country, 
but here is what has stayed the same— 
that we have it in our power today to 
take up two House bills to open the 
government. 

I was listening to the majority leader 
say: Well, you know, the President 
says he is not going to sign them. 

Yet we are a separate branch of gov-
ernment. We are the article I branch of 
government. I am holding in my hand, 
right here, the bill that Senator 
CARDIN asked us to vote on today. I 
think the public needs to know what is 
in it because what is in it has already 
been supported on a bipartisan basis by 
this U.S. Senate. 

It has provisions to open about five 
Departments of the U.S. Government 
that have nothing to do with Homeland 
Security. We passed that by a vote of 
92 to 6. The President says that he 
doesn’t want to sign it. He can veto it. 
With 92 to 6, it is a veto override—big 
time. Also contained in here are bills 
that passed the Senate Appropriations 
Committee by a vote of 30 to nothing 
and 30 to 1. That is what is in here—bi-
partisan bills. 

So the question for this body, as a 
separate branch of government, is this: 
Why in the world are we not going to 
allow a vote to reopen the government 
on provisions that we have already 
agreed to on an overwhelming bipar-
tisan basis—in fact, with a veto-proof 
margin? 

The President can say that he is not 
going to sign it. That is his business. 
That is the executive branch. For good-
ness’ sake, let’s do our job here in the 
U.S. Senate, because every day that 
goes by with this growing harm, the 
Senate is more and more complicit, 
and we are an accomplice to the shut-
down. 

I know President Trump likes to talk 
about the fact that he has done things 
that no other President has done before 
in the history of the United States. 
This time, he is right. He has the long-
est shutdown of any President in the 
United States. He said he would be 
proud to shut down the government if 
he didn’t get his way. I know that no 
Senator here—Republican or Demo-
cratic—is proud to shut down the gov-

ernment, certainly, for the longest pe-
riod in history. 

So let’s do the right thing. Let’s do 
our job. Let’s not just say the Presi-
dent is the only one who can handle 
this. We can handle it. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
6, H.J. Res. 1, making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. I further 
ask that the joint resolution be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
ACT OF 2019—Motion to Proceed— 
Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

RUSSIA SANCTIONS 
Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 

rise today to express my support for 
S.J. Res. 2, a resolution of disapproval 
on lifting sanctions against the energy 
and aluminum companies En+, RUSAL, 
and EuroSibEnergo. 

To start from the beginning, the 
United States of America has had very 
good reasons for sanctioning Oleg 
Deripaska. There are a number of sig-
nificant national security risks at 
play. That is why repeatedly—not just 
in the current administration but in 
prior administrations—this individual 
has been denied a visa and why he has 
been personally sanctioned by the 
Treasury Department. As a matter of 
fact, the Treasury press release an-
nouncing the sanctions noted that 
Deripaska ‘‘has been investigated for 
money laundering, has been accused of 
threatening the lives of business rivals, 
illegally wiretapping a government of-
ficial, and taking part in extortion and 
racketeering.’’ 
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